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Child Protection Policy 
 

Introduction 
 

Children and young people have the right to be emotionally and physically safe at all times.  Every 
organisation that works with children has an obligation to protect children from exploitation and abuse. It is 
the responsibility of Boxing Australia (Tasmania) Inc and its affiliated clubs to create and maintain 
protective environments for children.  
 
 

Purpose 
 
The BAT Child Protection policy aims to set a standard of care and protection for children within BAT and 
its affiliates. It aims to promote an uncompromising culture of child protection and ensure the protection of 
children is intrinsic to boxing culture.  
 
 

Scope 
 
This policy applies to BAT’s Committee Members, all staff members and volunteers. This policy will also 
provide a clear policy framework for BAT’s affiliated associations (including clubs, coaches, referees, 
judges, athletes and club support staff/volunteers). 
 
 

Policy Statement 
 
This policy exists to protect children from abuse in the delivery of our programs, to affirm BAT’s 
commitment to the safety and protection of children and to ensure that in our work we do not perpetuate or 
reinforce systematic or structural abuse and discrimination of children.  
 
It provides definitions and outlines our guiding principles, roles, responsibilities and approach towards 
implementation which will ensure that this commitment is integrated in to all areas of our work.  
 
This Policy has also been writing to compliment, and should be read in conjunction with, Boxing Australia 
Limited’s Participant Protection Regulations. 
 
 

Objective 
 
This Policy has the following objectives:  
 

• To provide ways to minimise the risk of child abuse to underage members/participants. 

• To ensure that all allegations of child abuse or suspected child abuse are handled in a consistent 
and appropriate manner. 

 
This policy provides guidance in the following specific areas:  



 
 
 

• Understanding child abuse  

• Identifying child abuse  

• Responding to situations of suspected or known child abuse  
• Prevention  

 
 

Commitment 
 
BAT is highly committed to protecting children from exploitation and abuse.  Children can be extremely 
vulnerable, especially in situations of poverty, crisis or conflict, and deserve higher standards of protection.  
As a State Sporting Organisation, our affiliates provide programs involving children, we take our duty of 
care seriously, particularly in protecting children.  
 
The BAT child protection policy is guided by the following five (5) principles: 
 
Child Rights 
BAT is committed to protecting the rights of all children to live safely, without fear of abuse or exploitation 
as outlined in the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child (1989). We are committed to 
keeping children safe by all reasonable means.  
 
Zero tolerance of child abuse 
BAT will not tolerate any form of child abuse by anyone who is working within our programs or represents 
the organisation in anyway.  BAT will not permit representatives to work with children if they do not possess 
a current “Working with Vulnerable People” registration or pose an unacceptable risk to children’s safety or 
wellbeing. 
 
Shared responsibility: 
We believe that child protection is a shared responsibility, meaning that successful implementation of child 
protection initiatives is reliant on all representatives committing to and upholding the principles of this 
policy.  BAT will work to ensure that all partner organisations meet minimum standards of protection for 
children associated with our programs. 
 
Risk management approach 
While it is not possible to eliminate all risks of child abuse, BAT will ensure risks of child abuse are 
identified, monitored and reasonably mitigated against in the assessment of all our activities. 
 
Confidentiality, wellbeing and safety: 
Matters raised under this policy will be dealt with in accordance with the BAL Participant Protection 
Regulations in a confidential, fair and timely manner, ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all involved 
 
 

Preventing and Responding to Suspected Child Abuse 
 
Principles 
 
Everything must be done to ensure the ongoing safety of the child concerned along with any other child in 
the alleged perpetrator’s circle.  All BAT Committee members, staff and those seeking to register as 
Coaches, Judges, Referees and volunteers must possess a current Working with Vulnerable People 
Registration (WWVP).  A National Police Check or any other background check may be requested by the 
Committee if deemed necessary. 
 
 



 
 
 
Managing Allegations and Reporting 
 
The law states that certain people must report their concerns if they have reasonable grounds to suspect a 
child has been, or is being abused or is neglected.  Certain members of the community are bound by law 
as mandated notifiers, however child protection is a community responsibility and any person can report 
suspected child abuse to the Child Protection Services on 1300 737 639 at any time. 
 
It is expected that the management of allegations and reporting of any and all concerns about the safety 
and welfare of children are reported in accordance with the BAL Participant Protection Regulations and/or 
directly to Child Protection Services or Tasmania Police. 
 
At all times, the child is the primary concern and ALL other concerns (including guilt or innocence of the 
alleged offender) are secondary.  This does not mean that the alleged offender is to be considered guilty 
without due investigation.  Under no circumstances must any child be left in a hazardous situation or in a 
potentially hazardous situation.  
 
Regardless of any outcome, BAT reserves the right to refuse membership or registration to any person at 
its sole discretion.  
 
 

Prevention 
 
The following behaviours are expected by all persons in the course of their association with BAT:  
 

• Maintain a current Working With Vulnerable People Registration (WWVP); 

• Treat children with respect regardless of race, colour, gender, language, religion, political or other 

opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status. 

• Not use language or behaviour towards children that is inappropriate, harassing, abusive, sexually 

provocative, demeaning or culturally inappropriate. 

• Not engage children under the age of 18 in any form of sexual intercourse or sexual activity 

including paying for sexual services or acts. 

• Wherever possible, ensure that an appropriate adult delivers and collects all children participating 

in Association/Club activities. 

• Not invite unaccompanied children into your home unless they are at immediate risk of injury or in 

physical danger. 

• Not sleep close to unsupervised children (i.e. when travelling for tournaments) and ensure that 

another adult is present if possible. 

• Comply with BAL’s Social Media Policy and use any computers, mobile phones, video cameras, 

cameras or social media appropriately, and never to exploit or harass children or access child 

exploitation material through any medium. 

• Not use physical or emotional punishment on children. 

• Comply with all relevant Australian and local legislation, including labour laws in relation to child 

labour. 

• Comply with and immediately report concerns or allegations of child exploitation and abuse and 

policy non-compliance in accordance with BAL procedures. 



 

 

 

• Immediately disclose all charges, convictions and other outcomes of an offence, which occurred 

before or occurs during your association with BAT that relate to child exploitation and abuse. 

• Obtain permission from the parents/guardians before photographing or filming a child or using 

children’s images for work-related purposes.  As part of this I must explain how the photograph or 

film will be used ensure photographs, films, videos and DVD’s present children in a dignified and 

respectful manner and not in a vulnerable or submissive manner. Children should be adequately 

clothed and not in poses that could be seen as sexually suggestive ensure images are honest 

representations of the context and the facts. 
 

 

Resources for Clubs and Coaches 
 

Tasmania Police 
Non-urgent police assistance Ph: 131 444 
Website: www.police.tas.gov.au  
 
Department of Health and Human Services  
Ph: 1300 737 639 
Website: www.dhhs.tas.gov.au/children 
 
 

Changes to Our Child Protection Policy 
 
BAT welcomes your questions and any suggestions you may have about our Child Protection Policy.  We 
reserve the right to revise or supplement this Policy from time to time.  Any updated version of this Child 
Protection Policy will be posted on our official website and will be effective from the date of posting.  
 
You should bookmark and periodically review this document to ensure that you are familiar with the most 
current version of this Child Protection Policy. 
 
 

Enquiries and Complaints 

If you would like further information about the BAT Child Protection Policy or have any concerns, complaints or 
you think there has been a breach, please contact us at: 
 

• Post:  300 Liverpool Street, Hobart, 7000 

• Email:   boxingtasmania@gmail.com  

• Tel:   03 6107 9206 

http://www.police.tas.gov.au/
http://www.dhhs.tas.gov.au/children
mailto:boxingtasmania@gmail.com

